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EDUCATING THROUGH CRICKET

Supported by — Bryt Insurance





[CLUB LOGO]

[NAME OF AREA] schools to celebrate 
Brit Insurance National Cricket Day in support of Chance to Shine

School children in [NAME OF AREA] will join thousands of state school pupils around the country this summer to celebrate Brit Insurance National Cricket Day (NCD).  

 

On Tuesday 22 May 2012, pupils at [NAME OF SCHOOL/S] will hold a day of cricket-themed activity, linking the playground to the classroom. The aim of the day is to use cricket as a stimulus for learning in the classroom, and to raise greater awareness of ‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’, the Cricket Foundation’s campaign to regenerate competitive cricket in a third of state schools by 2015.
Hundreds of schools took part in last year’s Brit Insurance National Cricket Day and activities included cricket-themed assemblies and lessons, staff v student cricket matches, school cricket festivals and pupils sporting the colours of a cricket-playing nation. 
Ten flagship media events across the country involving top names including Chris Tremlett took place last year, with more England cricketers expected to put their weight behind the initiative this year.
Joining the youngsters on NCD will be coaches from [NAME OF CLUB], linked to the schools through Chance to Shine, who will help teachers to organise cricket coaching sessions and competitions running on the day. 
The Cricket Foundation, an independent registered charity, is offering all schools access to a web-based educational resource, CricEd. Teachers can simply download the innovative and interactive (primarily Key Stage 2) cross-curricular lessons that are both cricketing and educational. The cricket-themed classes support teaching of numeracy, literacy and citizenship and range from pupils crafting cricket poems in English to working out the co-ordinates of a cricket field in maths. 
[NAME], Club Manager at [CLUB NAME], said: “[NAME OF CLUB] is delighted to be involved in Brit Insurance National Cricket Day. Playing cricket can help to build a child’s confidence and to teach them how to work in a team. Skills learned on the cricket pitch can also be transferred to the classroom.” 

Steve Peyman, Operations Director at the Cricket Foundation, said: “Brit Insurance National Cricket Day is a fantastic opportunity to highlight the benefits of cricket - from classroom to playground - and to emphasise the impact that Chance to Shine is now having in schools and clubs up and down the country.”

The Cricket Foundation believes that team sports - and cricket in particular - can help young people to develop important life skills like important life skills such as learning how to win, to lose and to cope with setbacks.

England’s Ashes winner and Chance to Shine Ambassador, Graeme Swann, who took part in BINCD in Nottingham in 2009 said: “I went to a state school which didn’t play cricket but was lucky enough to be given the chance to play because of my dad. But there are literally millions of youngsters out there who will never be given the opportunity and that is sad. What Chance to Shine has done is fantastic and if, through them, we unearth another Ian Botham, Kevin Pietersen or Freddie Flintoff then great; but the main aim is just to get more people playing from an early age and encourage them to play the game at whatever level they are comfortable with.”
In 2011, over 347,390 boys and girls in 3,807 state schools across the country participated in nearly 45,218 cricket matches through Chance to Shine. 46 per cent of the children involved last year were girls.
The £50million charitable campaign is supported financially by England and Wales Cricket Board, Brit Insurance, Slazenger and Marylebone Cricket Club and many other companies and private individuals, as well as the Government through Sport England. For more details of the campaign, visit www.chancetoshine.org and for more information on Brit Insurance National Cricket Day visit ncd.chancetoshine.org. 
- Ends -
For more information please contact:

[NAME OF CLUB] Cricket Club 

[NAME OF CLUB MANAGER & CONTACT DETAILS]

The Cricket Foundation
Ben Walker, Communications Officer, the Cricket Foundation

Mob: 07901 102533   Email: ben.walker@cricketfoundation.org.uk

Notes to Editors

· For Chance to Shine images please visit our Flickr site www.flickr.com/chancetoshinepix or contact the Cricket Foundation
About ‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’

‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’ is one of the biggest grass-roots sport for development programmes ever undertaken in Britain. The Cricket Foundation charity runs Chance to Shine and aims to establish regular coaching and competitive cricket opportunities in a third of state schools by 2015. As a result, two million primary and secondary children will reap the educational benefits of playing competitive cricket.   In 2010, the charity celebrated a major milestone: the one millionth child to be coached through Chance to Shine.
 

The programme now links nearly 4,000 schools to 500 local cricket clubs, through County Boards, and qualified cricket coaches provide up to 280 hours coaching and competition to a cluster of eight primary and two secondary schools.  Chance to Shine projects receive a maximum of five years funding to achieve a level of sustainable, competitive cricket. Great emphasis is placed on competition, the ‘migration’ of children from schools to clubs and teacher training to ensure that cricket cultures continue in schools post Chance to Shine.  Last year, 89 Chance to Shine projects were recognised as ‘sustainable’ against the set benchmark.

The Chance to Shine programme costs £5million each year to run, an average of £15 per child.  The Cricket Foundation raises funds privately through individual donors, corporate partnerships, Trusts and Foundations, which the Government through Sport England has pledged to match-fund.  The charity also receives valuable financial support from the England and Wales Cricket Board, Brit Insurance, Slazenger, The Lord’s Taverners and Marylebone Cricket Club. Further details can be found at chancetoshine.org
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