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Cricket charities join forces to provide [CLUB/SCHOOL NAME] with new non-turf cricket pitch 
[CLUB/SCHOOL NAME] announced today [DATE] that it will receive a new match-play non-turf cricket pitch (NTP), courtesy of a £5,000 grant through the Cricket Foundation’s Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance programme. 
Jointly funded by the Cricket Foundation and The Lord’s Taverners, the cricket pitch will provide a high quality surface on which to play competitive fixtures and an area to develop [students’/club members’ delete as appropriate] skills. The benefits of the new pitch will be evident for many years to come.

NAME OF CLUB MANAGER/HEADTEACHER said: “We are thrilled with our new pitch. It will provide our [club managers/students] with a fantastic facility for both friendly and competitive matches. The great benefit of non-turf pitches is that the surface is playable in all weather conditions and does not need preparation work from specialist groundsmen.” 
Steve Peyman, Operations Director at the Cricket Foundation, said: “Non-turf pitches are a fantastic addition to any [club/school]’s ground and will enable more competitive fixtures to be played. The Lord’s Taverners have provided fantastic support for Chance to Shine right from the launch and have helped by providing investment for NTPs in schools and clubs.”
Shona Langridge, Head of Fundraising & Communications at The Lord’s Taverners said: “We believe that sport and recreation are vital to the development of young people. Non-turf pitches are just one way we encourage participation in the sport of cricket. The cricket pitches provide schools and clubs with vital equipment to allow young people access to the sport.”
- Ends -
For more information please contact:

[NAME OF SCHOOL/CLUB] 

[NAME OF SCHOOL/CLUB PRESS CONTACT & CONTACT DETAILS]

The Cricket Foundation
Rosalie Birch, Communications Manager, the Cricket Foundation

Mob: 07901 102 533   Email: Rosalie.birch@cricketfoundation.org.uk 
The Lord’s Taverners
Shona Langridge, Head of Fundraising & Communications
DL. 020 7821 2810 Email: shona.langridge@lordstaverners.org

Notes to Editors

· For Chance to Shine images please contact the Cricket Foundation  

About ‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’

‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’ is one of the biggest grass-roots sport for development programmes ever undertaken in Britain. The Cricket Foundation charity runs Chance to Shine and aims to establish regular coaching and competitive cricket opportunities in a third of state schools by 2015. As a result, two million primary and secondary children will reap the educational benefits of playing competitive cricket.   In 2010, the charity celebrated a major milestone: the one millionth child to be coached through Chance to Shine. 

The programme now links nearly 4,000 schools to 500 local cricket clubs, through County Boards, and qualified cricket coaches provide up to 280 hours coaching and competition to a cluster of eight primary and two secondary schools.  Chance to Shine projects receive a maximum of five years funding to achieve a level of sustainable, competitive cricket. Great emphasis is placed on competition, the ‘migration’ of children from schools to clubs and teacher training to ensure that cricket cultures continue in schools post Chance to Shine.  Last year, 89 Chance to Shine projects were recognised as ‘sustainable’ against the set benchmark.

The Chance to Shine programme costs £5million each year to run, an average of £15 per child.  The Cricket Foundation raises funds privately through individual donors, corporate partnerships, Trusts and Foundations, which the Government through Sport England has pledged to match-fund.  The charity also receives valuable financial support from the England and Wales Cricket Board, Brit Insurance, Slazenger, The Lord’s Taverners and Marylebone Cricket Club. Further details can be found at chancetoshine.org

About The Lord’s Taverners
The Lord’s Taverners is a youth sports charity whose objective is to give young people a sporting chance. This year The Lord’s Taverners will donate nearly £2.5 million to help young people of all abilities and backgrounds participate in sporting activities by channeling funding into specific schemes:
· Promoting youth cricket, particularly in disadvantaged areas – providing grants towards Non-Turf pitches, funding for youth cricket competitions and donating hundreds of cricket bags to clubs and school teams across the UK.

· Supporting recreational and sporting activities for youngsters with special needs – donating specially adapted minibuses and sports wheelchairs giving young people vital transportation and access to sport, and providing grants 

Since its foundation in 1950 The Lord’s Taverners has raised and distributed over £40m to schools, clubs and special needs organisations in the UK.

www.lordstaverners.org
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