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[SCHOOL LOGO]

[SCHOOL NAME] awarded cricket equipment for ‘sustainable’ cricket status

[SCHOOL NAME] in [name of area] has been awarded £500 Slazenger cricket equipment from ‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’, the nationwide cricket development programme run by The Cricket Foundation charity. 

The equipment was recently presented as a reward for the school’s achievements in developing cricket as part of the Chance to Shine campaign.
The school, part of Chance to Shine since [enter year] is linked with [name of club] and has recently been awarded the Chance to Shine ‘sustainable’ kitemark in recognition of the school and club’s work together. The equipment is a reward for the school’s efforts to reach sustainability.
Sustainable schools commit to playing a minimum of five competitive matches each year to continue the cricketing culture created through their involvement with Chance to Shine. 
Chance to Shine provides funding, through county cricket boards, for cricket clubs to work with a cluster of local primary and secondary schools, typically for a minimum of three years. During this period of funding, cricket club coaches work with the school’s teachers and children to create a sustainable cricketing culture within the school. 

468 schools across England and Wales have achieved ‘sustainability’ since Chance to Shine launched in 2005. The campaign aims to regenerate competitive cricket in a third of state schools by 2015.
[NAME], [teacher/headteacher] at [SCHOOL NAME], said: “To achieve Chance to Shine’s sustainable kitemark is testament to the hard work of the school and our local Chance to Shine [coach/club]. The children here love cricket and we hope that with our new equipment and support from the Cricket Foundation we can continue to build upon the strong foundations we have laid with the Chance to Shine programme.” 
Steve Peyman, Operations Director at the Cricket Foundation, said: “We are delighted to award [name of school] the Chance to Shine sustainable kitemark. Creating sustainable competitive cricket cultures in state schools will help us to benefit both individual children and teachers by providing new opportunities but will also help to improve the state of cricket across the whole country.”
The Cricket Foundation, an independent registered charity, believes that team sports - and cricket in particular – can help young people to develop as people. Cricket promotes leadership and teamwork; teaches youngsters how to win and lose respectfully; and gives opportunities to boys and girls. 
- Ends -
For more information please contact:

[NAME OF SCHOOL] 

[NAME OF SCHOOL CONTACT & DETAILS]

The Cricket Foundation
Rosalie Birch, Communications Manager, the Cricket Foundation

Mob: 07901 102533   Email: Rosalie.birch@cricketfoundation.org.uk

Notes to Editors

· For Chance to Shine images please visit our Flickr site, www.flickr.com/chancetoshinepix  
· For more information about the Chance to Shine sustainable kitemark, please go to www.chancetoshine.org/sustainability 
About ‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’

‘Chance to Shine supported by Brit Insurance’ is one of the biggest grass-roots sport for development programmes ever undertaken in Britain. The Cricket Foundation charity runs Chance to Shine and aims to establish regular coaching and competitive cricket opportunities in a third of state schools by 2015. As a result, two million primary and secondary children will reap the educational benefits of playing competitive cricket.   In 2010, the charity celebrated a major milestone: the one millionth child to be coached through Chance to Shine. 

The programme now links nearly 4,000 schools to 500 local cricket clubs, through County Boards, and qualified cricket coaches provide up to 280 hours coaching and competition to a cluster of eight primary and two secondary schools.  Chance to Shine projects receive a maximum of five years funding to achieve a level of sustainable, competitive cricket. Great emphasis is placed on competition, the ‘migration’ of children from schools to clubs and teacher training to ensure that cricket cultures continue in schools post Chance to Shine.  Last year, 89 Chance to Shine projects were recognised as ‘sustainable’ against the set benchmark.

The Chance to Shine programme costs £5million each year to run, an average of £15 per child.  The Cricket Foundation raises funds privately through individual donors, corporate partnerships, Trusts and Foundations, which the Government through Sport England has pledged to match-fund.  The charity also receives valuable financial support from the England and Wales Cricket Board, Brit Insurance, Slazenger, The Lord’s Taverners and Marylebone Cricket Club. Further details can be found at chancetoshine.org 
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